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fessions of the brethren. Five centuries later, however, the
question of the crimes of the Temple was revived, and several
theories were put forward to prove and interpret the iniquities
of the Order. Some investigators have found in the buildings
and on articles used by the Templars representations of
symbols associated with gnosticism and other heresies, and on
such evidence have denounced the Order as guilty. Other
historians explain the denial of Christ as showing that the
Templars were deists. The Manicheans regarded the cross
as diabolical, and the insults to the crucifix alleged against the
Templars are interpreted as proving that the brethren
followed this heretical teaching.
The orthodoxy of the Temple is claimed to have been
undermined by the influx of heretics during the thirteenth
century, especially the Albigensians, a number of whom found
refuge in the Order after the Crusade against them. The
theory most frequently advanced, however, is that the
Templars were infected with heresy through living in
the East on terms of intimacy with the adherents of other
religions. A number of the leaders are said to have turned
to Islam and introduced Moslem practices throughout the
Temple. It is undeniable that there was close friendship
between the chiefs of the Temple and a number of Moslem
sultans at various times and that the brethren showed less
fervour for the holy war in later years. The tolerance which
the Order exhibited towards the infidel was bound to be
distasteful to the Church and the fanatical Christians, and it
may be true that the Temple included in its ranks brethren
who had adopted the Moslem religion. That the Order as a
whole was heretical, however, is not only incapable of proof,
but is contrary to all presumption. Equally improbable is
the theory that the Temple followed the secret doctrines of
the Assassins.
The assailants of the Temple forestall the criticism that
heresy could not safely have been disseminated among the